
Press Release: For Immediate Release
On 23rd July 2015, The Imran Mir Art Foundation (IMAF) was inaugurated before an audience of art 
lovers, art promoters, writers, curators, gallery owners and friends, in Mir’s studio and home, designed 
by Mir’s friends and renowned architects, Shahid Abdulla and C Anjalendran.

At the event, the vision and objectives of the foundation were outlined. The foundation will strive to maintain 
and advance the artistic and cultural legacy of the artist Imran Mir, through careful documentation, 
preservation and archiving of Imran Mir’s work in Pakistan and abroad.  The foundation will encourage 
and support a broader understanding and experience of Imran Mir’s art, as well as promote and foster 
innovative artistic expression and art criticism in Paki-stan through various engagements with artists, 
designers, curators, researchers and academics globally. 

In line with these aims, the Imran Mir Art Award for most promising emerging artists was also unveiled 
at the occasion by Professor Duriya Kazi, who explained some of the criteria for this award.

The inauguration of IMAF was chosen to coincide with the 65th birth anniversary of the artist Imran Mir, 
the first since his passing in October 2014.

Speakers at the event included:
Hameed Haroon, CEO of the Dawn Media Group
Durriya Kazi, Foundation trustee and Head of Visual Studies at the Karachi University
Gibran Mir, Imran Mir’s Son and CEO of CircuitFCB
Quddus Mirza, art critic, curator and renowned artist based in Lahore

Press inquiries contact: info@imranmirartfoundation.org or Nighat Mir - 0300-8235330
For more information on Imran Mir please visit www.imranmir.com

The Imran Mir Art Foundation Logo is a composition of a painting from Imran Mir’s exhibtion the ‘Sixth Paper on Modern Art’ held at the Haroon House Gallery in 1985
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Imran Mir
(1950 - 2014)
Imran Mir was an artist, sculptor, designer and advertising 
trendsetter whose innovations shaped his persona and 
influenced his peers.

Mir thrived on challenges and enrolled in art school defying 
family and social norms. After graduating from CIAC (Central 
Institute of Arts and Crafts Karachi) in 1971, he left for 
Canada and studied at the prestigious Ontario College of Art 
and Design working multiple jobs to support himself. When 
he returned to Pakistan in 1978, Mir exhibited cutting edge 
art which confused art critics because they had never seen 
such a bold example of minimalism and modernism close 
up and refused to accept what they did not understand. 
However, as the years passed, Mir came to be acknowledged 
as the artist who dared to experiment with color and planar 
fractures, both with a temerity that not many artists could 
balance with grace. 

This need to reject convention and reconstruct it into something dynamically extraordinary was Imran 
Mir’s guiding principle.  It was an idea of constant evolution and change that he lived by.  He chose to 
call his work “Papers” on modern art, considering each body of work as serious as writing a theoretical 
paper. Hence the First, Second, Third and so on -- till his last Twelfth Paper on Modern Art.

Imran Mir’s enthusiasm was a constant in all activities no matter how trivial or monumental -- from 
gardening to making installations, to creating award-winning ad campaigns or travelling or enjoying 
food on the streets of Karachi. Being a trailblazing designer, he shed light on the importance of a strong 
design aesthetic within the world of business and made it easier for graphic artists and designers that 
followed him to grow their field. In fact, he set up the very first design unit for a leading publication 
house, winning the INPA (International Newspaper Publication) awards while he worked there. Among 
other acclaims he has been dubbed the premiere design guru of Pakistan. 

Along with a group of like-minded artists and architects, Mir was the moving spirit behind the Indus 
Valley School of Art and Architecture in Karachi and was one of its founder members. Imran was also 
involved in an effort to set up the first Museum of Modern Art in Pakistan. He was actively involved in 
establishing The Citizens Foundation among other philanthropies. Along side his passions he has also 
been responsible in building some of the most iconic Pakistani brands we know and use today: MCB, 
Habib Oils, Meezan Bank, IGI Insurance, Dawn News, Shan Masala, Tapal Tea, One Potato Two Potato, 
Meat One, The News, among many others.
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